
Puzzle 
"The Yard" 

by John de Cuevas 
 
Instructions: Write the answers to the clues over the numbered dashes (see next page), 
then transfer the letters to the correspondingly numbered squares in the grid below. There 
are two sets of clues, either one of which is enough to fill the grid, but the first letters of 
the answers to the two sets together identify the person for whom what's represented in 
the grid is named. Answers include one two-word phrase and one hyphenated word. 
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Set I 
1 Gathering with competence holds chaos back                          ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                16        28    78       52        1       27       69       60 

2 Oddly sobering having Harvard people next door             ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                                                                                                         15       10       38       86      47       91       70       53       3 

3 After dark shock for bird                                                           ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                                                                                                                                                                      45        17      65       80       74      32        2         94 

4 Stomach has little space after liquor                                                              ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
                                                 92      73       49        87       5 

5 A boy holds dish as perquisite                                                  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___                                                                           
                        
                                                                                                           48        72       18      25       85      33        6        67 

6 Turf turnabout gains time before sound of bell, 
 which might secure purse                                            ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                    9       88       57       71       37       24        8        44      75      59

7 Head covering pony tail, horse comes back as large 
 rodent                                                                                        ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                                                                                                                                                                     42       93       19       55      40       13       26       35 

8 Fool around, relax and joke about termination of pay              ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
                                                                                                                                                                      89        4       81        62       51      34       20      46 

9 Resistance = 1999 + 1                                                               ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                                      90      77       30       41       64      84        23      12 

10 Rash, giving up run, becomes ineffective after start of 
 fifth                                                                                            ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                                      56     21       79      43        68      29       36      83 

11 Frivolous pest, begone!                                                                    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

                                                                                                                                                                                66       54       95       31       14       7        58                                                                            

12 Wrongly blame end of waltz on ornament                                ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                                       82      61      50       22       76       39      63        11 

Set II 
13 Power base is to be raised by record; a beat sound            ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                           54       63       59       20      26       84      74       47        1 

14 City man gets hard cider                                                    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                          33       72        18      68       21      32       93       79       43 

15 Wide meadow surrounds township                                                                       ___ ___ ___ ___                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  9        82      77       67

16 Open shelter at end of bay                                                               ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                55      25       71       64       90       11      34 

17 His mirth is killing                                        ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                           61      76       45       3         89       13      73       65      80       24       29       53 

18 Strange lingo, big and ready to please                                      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                                     70       27       62       38      46       17       75       86

19 Secret's raw, tossed salad ingredient                           ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                 14       2        23       52       94      42       88       10      28       36 

20 Indolent girl turning table                                                  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                           69       57       39       12      78       41       83       31       5 

21 List of speech sounds––incoherent brays 
 ––holds friend back                                                            ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                           37       95       22      81       48      50       16         8        58 

22 Contribution to immediate future––with hesitation                  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                                       4        66       56      87       92       44       15        6 

23 Man going west by reversing map (close to being 
 blah)                                                                            ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                                                                85        7        49       91      51      19       35       30       40       60 

 

This puzzle appeared in the January-February 1994 issue of Harvard Magazine in a different 
format. 


