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Hop, Skip, and a Jump, Reprise

I’m always trying to come up with a 
novel variety cryptic format. It’s not easy. 
“Chutes and Ladders” from two issues 
ago may have taken it all out of me for a 
while. So I’m returning to a format I used 
a few years ago.

!e hop entries go around the circle 
sequentially, starting in block 1. !e skip 
entries also start at 1, but use only the 
odd-numbered blocks. !e jump entries 
start at 1 and use every third block. Block 
1 is used six times, as the "rst letter of 
the three starting words and as the last 
letter of the three ending words. Word 
lengths are provided, but the order is le# 
for the solver. (!ere are hints for those 
who need them.) As an additional guide, 
and to orient the "lled-in diagram, a few 
letters have been provided as an anchor. 

!ere are three and a half proper 
nouns (one is part of a double de"-
nition). Everything else is playable in 
Scrabble, including one obsolete word. 
Ignore punctuation, which is intended to 
deceive. 

!anks to Jerry Miccolis for test- 
solving and editorial suggestions.

Hop clues
a) Error-free, Chloe’s confused over nothing 

at university (6)
b) French composer satiates even though no 

piece is repeated (5)
c) Earthy concoctions may be quite "lling (6) 
d) United Nation’s touch, strangely lacking 

manners (7)
e) Who designed the miniskirt? An actuary, 

maybe? (5)

f) Dull delivery person starting to tackle 
employment (6)

g) Gore’s crazy for Shrek and Princess Fiona 
(5)

h) In the "rst place, who controls Flood? (5)
i) Art’s pieces sometimes reread by followers 

of Haile Selassie (6)
j) Dole’s calling for game birds (4)
k) Enchanted by New England chant (6)

Skip clues
a) Eton’s upset by one? Who would write that 

down? (5)
b) Estates with too much food (4)
c) Who’s out of line? Grant? (4)
d) Say a second person weaves a onesie (4)
e) Disturbing snore from the Valkyries (5)
f) Adds more than one brat (4)
g) Abrasive material found outside embattled 

microdistillery (5)

Jump clues
a) Undulating kind of headache around the 

"rst of October—and ugh (7)
b) Towel o$ a little birdie (5)
c) I need help getting rid of a little bit of odor 

at the private dining area (4)
d) Downright articulate (5)

| Cryptic Puzzle | TOM TOCE
Order of hop clues: a-4th, b-1st, c-6th, 
d-2nd, e-7th, f-3rd, g-9th, h-5th, i-11th, 
j-10th, k-8th
Order of skip clues: a-1st, b-7th, c-3rd, 
d-5th, e-6th, f-2nd, g-4th
Order of jump clues: a-1st, b-2nd, c-4th, 
d-3rd
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TOM TOCE is an FCAS and a seasonal 
director at KMPG. He is  a member of 
the Jeopardy Hall of Fame. Solutions 
may be emailed to ttoce@nyc.rr.com. 
In order to make the solver list, you 
should send him your solutions by 

June 1, 2025. 
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