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Chutes and Ladders

ENTRIES START AT SQUARE ONE AND PROCEED TO ONE HUNDRED. If a word ends at the bottom of a
ladder, the next word begins at the top of that ladder. If a word ends at the top of a chute, the next word starts
at the bottom of that chute. Otherwise, answers are entered sequentially.

Clues are presented in the order that
will take the solver from the first square
to the last square.

There are three proper nouns and one
word that is a contraction and requires
an apostrophe. All the other entries are
playable in Scrabble. The longest entry is
nine letters. Eighty-one squares are used
twice, nineteen are used only once, so
the total length of all the clues combined
equals 181. Ignore punctuation, which is
intended to deceive.

All the chutes and ladders get used,
which will help the solver determine
likely word lengths (and the correct path
around the grid). In the hints, I have indi-
cated whether an entry ends at the bot-
tom of a ladder or the top of a chute. The
next entry will begin where the ladder or
chute ends. A clue with no designation
means that its entry does not end at the
bottom of a ladder or the top of a chute,
and the entry that follows will start at the
next numbered square.

Thanks to Bob Fink and Jerry Miccolis
for test-solving and editorial suggestions.

Clues

a. Prepare for a big fight with Amtrak

b. Entrails blew so freely

c. An element that easily turns negative can
be found when Lady Bird keeps a diary

d. To Chris: Dafty is a big bird

e. Sea eagle last seen in refuge near Eastern
Maine
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f. Squeaky subway entrance, Grace
Journalist Cooper is covering Andrew’s

a2

person
No term unresolved by instructor
Oppressive one and terribly sour
Take what I say with good humor
So reset distorted sound systems

i

Famed swimmer in learned circles :)

=

. Mineral ice used in liniment, holistically

n. More cloying and somewhat eccentric
herself

o. Sent off to make a new home

p. Starts to get every nucleotide of my quirky
chromosomes

q. Cyclone from Norway the Sunday after the

first full moon of spring

r.  Withdrawn or on drugs, but appealing

s.  Aw, Robin ordered some trout

t. In or surrounded by alternative
Shakespeare setting

u. To read or reread as a Hemingway hero

v. A quick stop to mess up recombinant
DNA

w. Good, push and push back to get proper
usage

x. Fan roared inappropriately

y. Margo reflected after initially hearing of
Lourdes’s 3D image

z. Mobilize at swamp near Alabama

aa. Soprano, tenor, and that’s all, folks, for
Rosé’s piece

bb. Swirling sand causing additional problems
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